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What Factors Prevent Google Maps’ Comprehensive Coverage
of Public Transport?

Insights from the Akita Public Transport Information Project

TOYODA Tetsuya

Abstract

Since September 2018, all routes, in principle, of public transport in the Akita prefecture have
been included in the transit search of Google Maps. The same process can be easily replicated
in other regions. However, a comprehensive map coverage is still lacking due to inadequate
understanding of the GTFS format and a dearth of research on the effects of including public
transport in transit search of digital maps. With an increase in research on the effects of including
public transport in the transit search of digital maps such as Google Maps, and with greater
understanding of the GTFS format, it will eventually be possible to achieve complete inclusion of
public transport all over Japan in digital maps by 2020.

Keywords: public transport, transit search, GTFS
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AKkita Inu as an Initiator of Prefecture Activation
NAGOSHI Kenro

Abstract

This is the fourth part of my series of research papers on Akita Inu published in this journal. In
May 2018, Alina Zagitova, Russia’s Olympic skating champion, received an Akita puppy from
Mpr. Takashi Endo, President of the Akita Inu Preservation Club, at a ceremony in Moscow, which
was attended by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. This news triggered a tremendous increase in the
popularity of Akita Inu. Akita's local government and Odate city, which is the birth place of loyal
dog “Hachiko,” have strengthened tourism through strategies that have led to an increase in
foreign and domestic visitors along with private investments. The annual number of overseas
Akita dogs registered at Hozonkai exceeded that of Japan for the first time in 2016. The number of
foreign tourists to Akita has been increasing due to the popularity of Akita Inu. Odate city plans
to open the long-awaited museum “Akita Dog Visitor Center” in May 2019, which will be a new
sightseeing spot in Northern Akita. However, challenges and problems still exist in the region.

Keywords: Akita Inu, Zagitova, Akita Inu Preservation Club, Tourism Promotion
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Global Histories, Local Resources:

Exploring Tohoku’s International Pasts from within Akita Prefecture

Anne Giblin GEDACHT

Abstract

Scholars often overlook the history of the Tohoku region when researching Japanese
modernization during the prewar period. However, natives from the Téhoku region contributed
significantly to multiple forms of mobility that shaped the development of modern Japan: the
settlement of Hokkaido, international migrations around the Pacific, and colonization of Greater
Japan. Akita prefecture is home to a host of resources that chronicle international linkages
between Japan's northeast and the wider world in all three of these instances. Seeking to
investigate these relatively untapped resources, I spent two weeks in Japan during the summer
of 2018 to augment my single-authored book manuscript tentatively titled Tohoku Unbounded.
The following article outlines the archival collections, library resources, and rare materials
I encountered during my visit to Akita City. Ultimately, these resources will augment my
manuscript and help place Akita at the heart of an intricate web of national and international
mobility that challenges stereotypes of Tohoku provincialism.

Keywords: Mobility Studies; Tohoku; Migration; Archival Resources; Modern Japanese
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Introduction

In the summer of 2018, I spent two weeks
in Japan conducting research in the Akita
Prefectural Archives and Akita City Library
with the generous support of the Institute for
Asian Studies and Regional Collaboration
(IASRC) of Akita International University
and Seton Hall University’s College of
Arts and Sciences. I was working on
the completion of the manuscript for my
single-authored monograph titled T6hoku
Unbounded: Regional Identity and the
Mobile Subject in Prewar Japan. This is an
expansion of my 2015 dissertation “From the
Inside-Out: Social Networks of Migration
from Tohoku, Japan 1872-1937,” which
argued that transnational history shaped the
construction of domestic Japanese regional
identity in Tohoku during the modern era.
Thus, I came to Akita to look for further
evidence that the mobile Tohoku body could
shed light on historical understandings of
modern regional identity formation, the
development of Japanese modernization,
and the need to expand our understanding of
Japan’s national past beyond the boundaries

of the nation-state.

Only a handful of authors, such as Gotd
Kazuo and Watanabe Seiichird, explore the
longstanding history of internationalism and
mobility in Akita that paralleled Japan’s rise
as a global power over the past one-hundred
and fifty years. In fact, especially in English
language literature on modern Japanese
history, few incorporate Tohoku into national
histories at all due to a widely held belief
that the region had little to no impact on
the overall story of the Meiji period. For
example, when historian Gregory Clancey
wrote Earthquake Nation, which chronicled
the impact of natural disasters on prewar
Japanese society, he himself later admitted
that he consciously decided to relegate the
1896 Meiji Sanriku Tsunami, one of the
largest disasters of that time, to a footnote
because “it left so little cultural and political
trace on Meiji society” (2011). Other English
language authors do look at Tohoku within
the flow of modern Japanese history, notably
Kerry Smith, Michael Wert, and Nathan
Hopson. However, in general, the region as
a whole remains understudied. Thus, I strive
to reintroduce the history of the Northeast

back into the forefront of analyses of modern
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Japan.

Seeking evidence to support the theory
that the incorporation of the history of
Tohoku mobility into analyses of Japan’s
past can help reveal alternative pathways
of modernization and development, I have
conducted research throughout Japan,
Southeast Asia, and North America over
the past fifteen years. While certainly
not the only important contributing factor
to Japan’s rise to power in the modern
period, my research shows Tohoku natives’
mobile bodies served as drivers of modern
identity formation at the local, national, and
international level. Specifically, my work
traces three kinds of mobilities practiced by
Tohoku natives in the 19" and 20" centuries
that informed the region’s incorporation as
a constituent part of the Japanese nation and
empire. Two of these mobilities remained
within the bounded area of either Japan
proper (naichi) or Greater Japan: nation-
building projects in Hokkaidd that resulted
in the relocation of Tohoku residents north
and the systematic attempt to occupy
Manchuria through agricultural settlement
colonialism. The final kind of mobility defies
the boundaries of both Japan and greater
Japan to include international emigration
across the wider Pacific World. While this
peaceful movement of Tohoku residents to
other sovereign states may not have been part
of nation-building or imperial expansionism,

I contend that this mobility helped shape the

development of Japanese regionalism.

Present in the archives, libraries, and
antique book stores throughout the city of
Akita lies a host of materials that can shed
light on the history of the contributions
to local, regional, national, and in fact
international history made by the mobile
Akita body between 1868-1945. Natives
from Akita prefecture took part in the
peopling of Hokkaido, ventured forth to a
host of international locales such as Brazil,
and made a significant contribution to the
settlement of Japan’s wartime empire in
Manchuria. In the following pages, I will
outline my preliminary findings. Due to
space constraints, I will be paying particular
attention to major archival collections
available in the prefecture and relevant
English language works relating to modern
Tohoku history, as those may be less familiar
to many IASRC readers than the Japanese
language historiography.

Reconciling Tohoku’s Diversity with

discourses of Tohoku Identity

One of the largest barriers to studying
regional identity within Tohoku is the
reality that Tohoku is a diverse place, with
regional and local distinctions providing
a wealth of texture and culture. However,
from the Meiji Ishin through to the end of
the Pacific War and beyond, this reality

of a multi-faceted Tohoku has often been
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lost when politicians and policy-makers in
Tokyo crafted policies designed to remedy
the region’s chronic underdevelopment
(Noss 1918: 15-16). Time and again, the
northeast prefectures of Honshu Island
became grouped together under the simple
category of “Tohoku” by popular media
representations and in stereotypes that
stressed the traditional backwardness of both
the territory and its inhabitants. Indeed,
as has been convincingly argued by such
scholars as Kawanichi Hidemichi, throughout
the modern period Tohoku has been cast as
a provincial backwater, a hinterland to be
colonized by the cultures of the center (2015).

This propensity to flatten the Tohoku
region into a single narrative exists beyond
popular media or historical texts. Many
fields of scholarly interest that focus on
or originated in Japan’s northeast, both in
English and Japanese, have a tendency to
analyze discrete spaces in the region but then
expand their analysis to make local studies
into a metonym for the whole of the Tohoku
region. For example, in the first decades of
the twentieth century, Yanagita Kunio’s work
in Yamagata’s Tono region launched the field
of minzokugaku and cast Tohoku as the site
of an authentic Japanese tradition that was
vanishing elsewhere due to modernization
(Ivy 1995). The rise of Hiraizumi Studies in
the early post-war era featured investigations
into twelfth-century Hiraizumi in Iwate

as an alternative past for Japan to build a

bright, new, non-imperialistic future (Hopson
2016: 6, 64-115). These postwar scholars,
exemplified by the radical revisionist
Takahashi Tomio, recast residents of 12"
century Hiraizumi as virtuous victims of
Kyoto’s imperial aggression who had their
culture colonized. Thus, it was from this
place, today known as part of Tohoku, that
postwar intellectuals should look to find “a
Japan we could be proud of and for which we
can have hope” (Takahashi in Akasaka 2003:
222-23; Hopson 2017). Digging even further
into prehistoric Japan yet only emerging
in the 1980s is the regionally defined
Tohokugaku that focuses predominantly on
the re-inscription of the region as a whole
as the location of an ancient and authentic
past dating back to the Jomon era. In both
English language and Japanese texts, it is
hard to deny what historian Nathan Hopson
calls “Tohoku-as-idea” not only exists in
academia, but also as a valid category of
analysis (2017: 4-5).

Therefore, while my work acknowledges
the inherent problems with asserting that
there is a single “Tohoku” identity or
regionalism, I still use it as a category of
analysis. Following the Meiji Ishin, the
government grouped the northeastern
domains into a single region with the
moniker of Tohoku. This resulted in
government actors, popular media, and
commercial developers developing a distinct

discourse about Tohoku, one that in many
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ways has continued to the present. Thus, at
times my work does employ the category of
Tohoku, particularly when such an imagining
is reflected in archival evidence. However,
I also seek to provide texture to this term
and reflect the diversity evident in the lived
experience in the region during the prewar
period. Thus, rather than seeking to provide
an overarching narrative for the entire
Tohoku region, my research self-consciously
attempts to provide brief windows into
specific cases of transnational and trans-
regional connections that occurred in the
cartographic space defined as Tohoku. In
so doing, the cartographic boundaries of the
Tohoku region itself is challenged, revealing
how the history of this region is intimately
intertwined with locations beyond its defined
space and place. At the same time, I am
not asserting that any single experience can
represent the whole of Tohoku nor am I
arguing that such an experience is unique
to Tohoku or even Japan as a whole. It was
just this balancing act that brought me to the
archives, libraries, and rare bookstores in
Akita. I was searching for revealing cases of
internationalism specific to Akita that could
contribute to a larger body of experiences

from throughout the region as a whole.

Mobile Akita Natives Revealed: Archival

Collections and Primary Documentation

My first stop in Akita was the

Prefectural Archives where I hoped to find
documentation concerning the flows of
migrants leaving Akita as well as government
programs designed to encourage such
movement. The Akita Prefectural Archives
is wonderfully organized and welcoming to
visiting researchers. Before I arrived, I was
able to download a detailed finding aid of the
collections held in a convenient excel format.
This complete document covers materials
from 1865 to 1990 and includes over 18,000
word-searchable entries, allowing researchers
the ability to identify quickly pertinent record
groups. What is even more helpful, however,
were spreadsheets broken down in groups of
roughly 20 years that provide further detail
on what is contained within each folder.
Based on the scope of my inquiry, I focused
primarily on the prewar era resources.
Using keywords such as ‘overseas migration’
(i A% # 1), “migrant/colonist’ (# fii |&),
‘soldier settler’ (i, H %), Manchuria (ijii
M), Hawai’i (£iH:), ‘group migration’ ([J]
%% 2 1), ‘internationalization’ (%] B 1b),
Hokkaido (It # 7&), or Brazil ({1 [#]), I
was soon able to narrow my search down to
only the most potentially useful documents.
The Archive’s generous photography policy
allowed me to collect efficiently a large
amount of resources during my short stay.
Based on a preliminary assessment of the
materials collected in June 2018, I believe
the Prefectural Archives does indeed hold

many prewar documents that can reveal



patterns of Akita mobility. Some of the
record groups provided documentation
on the encouragement of migration at the
national, regional, local, and even grassroots
levels.
Ishokumin Kankeishorui (930103-10277: #
il B B8 4% #28) holds various edicts issued

from Tokyo regarding the promotion of

For example, the folder group

migration that couched emigration abroad
as something that must be done for the good
of the nation. Other documents provide
official prefectural reports outlining the
statistical data of Akita migrants abroad,
examples of blank forms or worksheets
for migrants or officials, pamphlets from
grassroots organizations encouraging
relocation, and instructions for how to recruit
more migrants. Taken as a whole, this
box alone begins to reveal the mechanics
of how different levels of government
encouraged Akita international migration
during the 1930s. Other documents of note
include some 1890s writings on migration
to North America, discussions regarding the
relocation of Akita migrants to Hokkaido
as agricultural migrants as well as settlers
in the Kaitakushi’s tondenhei (soldier
settler) program, and documents about Akita
native’s participation in the colonization of
Manchuria.

To augment the governmental records
on migration, I also used the resources
of the Akita Prefectural Library, which

is conveniently located within the same

large room as the Archives. In the general
reading room of the Archives, researchers
have access to the complete run of the Akita
Kenpo; on just the other side of those shelves
are a bank of machines where you can view
Akita Library microfilm copies of historical
newspapers like the Akita Sakigake Shinpo.
Materials collected from these sources, as
well as articles from the Akita Kenjin Zasshi
and some print books available at the Akita
Library, provided additional perspectives on

prewar Akita migrations.

Bringing Narratives of the Mobile Akita

Natives Home: Published Resources

Probably the most famous Akita traveler is
the renowned journalist and author Ishikawa
Tatsuzo (1905-1985). The Akita City Library
has put together an exhibition featuring
Ishikawa’s life and work on the second floor
of their main library branch. This room
features a number of original manuscripts and
memorabilia from Ishikawa’s life, including
photographs and other documentation of his
contribution to Japanese national literature.
This memorialization of Ishikawa reveals
the life of a man who belies the stereotypical
image of the provincial Tohoku resident:
he is probably most famous for his fictional
writings about Brazil.

Ishikawa won the first ever Akutagawa
Prize for his book, Sobo (1935; 2014), and

then later wrote two additional sequels
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making his Brazil series a trilogy. The
novels were based loosely on his own
experiences as an emigrant in Brazil and
reveal a deep ambivalence to the Japanese
government’s emigration project in the
1930s. The story opens outside of the
National Emigration Center (kokuritsu kaigai
imin shityojo) in Kobe and presents a critique
of the government’s international migration
policy, as well as commentary on the false
promises of rapid prosperity put forth by the
Kaigai Kogyod, or Overseas Development
Company (Tachibana 2016). In particular,
this story offers a window into how Ishikawa,
himself an Akita native, envisioned the twin
experiences of displacement and loss through
the personalized experiences of fictionalized
Akita emigrants within the Japanese-
Brazilian diaspora. In fact, the story opens
on a rainy day outside of the Kobe facility
where the two most important questions are
“who are you” and “where are you from.”
These questions, or rather the emphasis
upon them and possible repercussions
surrounding emigrants’ answers on identity
formation, are exactly the focus of my
research. The materials on Ishikawa’s life,
as well as a curated selection of newspaper
articles about Ishikawa organized by Akita
City Library, represent a useful addition
to my understanding of both historical and
contemporary emphasis on migrant narratives
in Akita prefecture.

While copies of S6bo and academic

analyses of that important work are easily
obtainable in the United States, obtaining
works published related to Akita migration
to Manchuria, Hokkaido, or overseas locales
can be exceedingly difficult outside of
Japan. Therefore, I also used my time in
Akita as a way to gather secondary literature
on Tohoku migration by visiting a number
of used and new bookstores throughout the
city. This brought me to the rare bookstore,
Itasawa Shobd in Omachi 5-chome. This
store is a true gem. I found multiple copies
of books there that are, at best, in one library
collection in the United States. Thanks to
the helpful staff there I brought home books
about Akita natives settling in Hokkaido,
prefectural histories glorifying Brazil
migration, publications including letters and
memoirs from Manchurian colonists, and
prewar texts that outline history of Akita as
constituent part of the Japanese nation.
Beyond searching for rare primary
sources, I also found a wealth of more
recent scholarship to bring back to my home
library via the internet and chain bookstores.
Perhaps the single greatest resource for those
interested in Akita mobility in the Greater
Japan Empire are the works of Goto Kazuo
such as Akita-ken Manmé Kaitaku Seishonen
Giyigun gaishi and Akita-ken Manshi
kaitaku gaishi, as well as volumes about the
experience of women settlers in Manchuria.
The works of Ishikawa are of course

important in fleshing out literature on Akita-



Brazil connections, but so too are the books
the historical background to migration and
listings of migrants like the Zaihaku Akita
kenjinroku. Bringing home copies of such
materials will provide texture and necessary

context for my analyses of Akita migration.

Preliminary Conclusions

My trip to Akita last summer provided
me with the additional materials needed to
complete my forthcoming book manuscript
on Tohoku mobility in Japan’s prewar era. It
also revealed the wealth of materials on the
mobilities of Tohoku natives in general, and
Akita natives in particular, available in the
archives, bookstores, and libraries of Akita
city. Finally, beyond my research in Akita,
I also travelled elsewhere in Japan to collect
relevant documents. I wish to conclude this
article with a reflection on a source that I
did not collect within Akita’s boundaries,
but nonetheless provides a useful visual
illustration of the overarching argument in
my manuscript: that regional identity and
the Japanese mobile body can be deeply
intertwined.

Before boarding my flight back to the
United States, I spent a day at the Japanese
Overseas Migration Museum in Yokohama
operated by the Japanese International
Cooperation Agency (JICA). JICA has a

good reference library with a small section

specific to Tohoku that includes some useful
post-war materials relating to the mobile
Akita body. Within their archive is a copy
of a 1959 circular “Diaries from Emigrant
Lands” by the Akita Prefecture Overseas
Association [Fk H I #4415 451 (JICA E-22
23.4A). The cover of this bulletin features
two namahage, creatures from Japanese
folklore associated with Oga Peninsula.
These illustrations of Akita’s most famous
toshigami, or kami who herald the new
year, wear the traditional straw capes and
wield deba knives. However, despite their
frightening countenance, in their other hand
they hold banners proclaiming “Welcome
Overseas Emigrants” and “Gather Together
Emigrants.” Indeed, in the cover of this
association bulletin, researchers can witness
how these Akita migrants sought to marry
their native place emigrant identities with
their new international perspectives.
Numerically, the Tohoku region provided
the plurality of settlers to both Hokkaido
and Manchuria (Young 1998: 330; Matsuki
1978). While part of very different contexts
and separated by over 50 years, central
government planners in Tokyo actively
recruited and incentivized Tohoku residents
to relocate to these new frontiers of Japanese
influence. Tohoku, especially Sendai
domain but also including other groups from
elsewhere the Northeast, became the primary
recruiting ground for the Kaitakushi’s

efforts the end of the 19" century, using tax
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incentives, land grants, and other perks to
draw settlers to colonize Japan’s “northern
gate.” With many surprising echoes of the
colonization of Hokkaido, the government’s
Million to Manchuria Movement of the 1930s
also enjoined Tohoku residents to become
part of a vanguard force preparing the way
for Manchuria to become incorporated into
Japan’s sphere of influence. Promoting
migration as part of a patriotic duty to the
empire, boosters encouraged villages to
establish “branch villages” through village
division campaigns (bunson undo). In so
doing, the government hoped to build bridges
between Tohoku villages in the naichi and
new settlements in Manchuria’s fertile
expanses. The final kind of mobility of
Tohoku natives emerged from international
migration to other sovereign nations around
the Pacific. The Tohoku region was a central
node in a vast web of social networks that
spanned the Pacific Ocean during the prewar
period. While the six prefectures of the
northeast did not provide the single largest
group of international migrants during the
prewar period, there existed a steady stream
of émigrés who left Tohoku to relocate
abroad. As my forthcoming manuscript on
Tohoku mobility will show, an emigrant
identity emerged in foreign lands based on
the notion of shared cultural affiliations
originating from their native Japanese

regionalisms.
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2014 4, 55 1 o] 3 M3 U ST AR OSEKH T TR N T2 5, [l &2 B AQTH 5 a4
A8 H 29 H. W - AR IR INOEE Trbhz, 3R 27 - il
D P TH A7 #E - TLEGE O BEHNESEILEGE G XA Y N—=AD L, ZHH» 5
4 SRRV R FR TR L 7zo W 3 3RO FREIERIC X 28 5 - RFH S O MR
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From the Three-Region International Economic and
Trade Forum to a Four-Region Forum of AKkita,
Yanbian and Primorye plus Gangwon

TAKEMURA Yutaka

Abstract

The 5th Inter-regional International Economic and Trade Forum was held in Yanji, Yanbian
Korean Autonomous Province, China on August 29, 2018. The first conference was held as a
three-region conference in 2014 in the city of Akita. While the proposal for the Korean Gangwon
to be the fourth member of the Forum was initially rejected by the Russian Primorye Chamber of
Commerce and Industry three years ago, this was eventually approved. The Forum was promoted
to a four-region conference. It is expected that the Akita Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and its members will take the opportunity to promote trade and economic cooperation within the
Four-Region Forum and obtain concrete results through its conferences, while simultaneously
gaining and fostering mutual confidence with other regions, thereby stimulating Akita’s economy.
Keywords: Three-Region International Economic and Trade Conference, Akita Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, Yanbian Korean Autonomous Province, Primorye Chamber of

Commerce and Industry, Gangwon do
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